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From the Editor's Desk : ifi were to identify a theme for our current issue it would
be "interface" that allimportant meeling point of the internal and external.

One of the essential components of 'correction’ - a term which has gradually now come to be
synonymous with imprisonment is interaction of minds and exchange of ideas. It is not enough
to transform lives and keep them confined within a limited space unless these lives can then
touch other lives and impact change in various ways.

Therefore, the development of prisoners that we intend to bring out through our prison reforms
" whetherit is culture therapy or children's education or any otherarea should not be contained
. within the limits of the prisons but pushed forward beyond the frontiers.

| We established the West Bengal Correctional Home Residents’ Sports Club with the intention
of facilitating our inmates' participation in sports events outside prisons. We started with
Kabaddi because as a sport Kabaddi had a major appeal. Playing Kabaddi involves stepping
out of the limits of confined boundaries to venture into uncharted territory with the aim of winning over the fabled 'other
side’. It was perhaps the most appropriate sport for us to launch our dream with. Accordingly we decided to participate
in the 59" State Kabaddi League Tournament and State Kabaddi Championship,2010.

The chief objectives of the Sports Club are to promote sporting activities among the inmates and fo provide them with
opportunity for an "interface” with the sports world outside, Of course, as in a game of Kabaddi, there were numerous
hurdles and obstacles to overcome. The process of acquiring the affiliation with the West Bengal Kabaddi Association
was difficult as it had no precedent. However, the West Bengal Kabaddi Association went out of its way to grant the
affiliation. In the subsequent pages you will read about what it was like for our inmates who participated in this
pathbreaking venture.

We also participated this year in the All India Prison Duty Meet which has been started by the Bureau of Police
Research & Development on the lines of the All India Police Duty Meet. We decided that we must not miss out on such
an important opportunity of "interface” with our brethren in prison departments of other States in India. A 54-member
strong contingent was deputed to represent the State of West Bengal in the 3" All India Prison Duty Meet held at
Bhubaneswar, Orissa from 4-6 February, 2010.

The Prison Duty Meet was also a golden opportunity for us to take the culture therapy programme to other parts of the
country. We, therefore, took our dance-drama production, Valmiki Pratibha' performed by prisoners to Bhubaneswar
to enact it for the delegates so that they could witness the transformational power of culture therapy. Also so that they
could see with their own eyes how hardcore convicts can become sensitive human beings through exposure fo our rich
culture. This we thought would definitely inspire other States to introduce culture therapy in their own prisons.

We could ask for nothing better than this achieving the rarest of rare interface between the inmates and the prison staff

and the greater world outside. w

B. D. Sharma, IPS
ADGP & IG of Correctional Services, West Bengal

OUR NEW SECRETARY

Sri Samar Ghosh, a 1977 batch |IAS officer of West Bengal cadre who assumed
charge as Addl Chief Secretary, Home on 30" April, 2010 has also been
entrusted with additional charge of Deptt of Correctional Administration. Some
of the important charges held by him in the past include the charge of District
Magistrate of Murshidabad District apart from those of Principal Secretary,
Finance Deptt and Addl Chief Secretary, Health & Family Welfare Deptt. With
his assuming charge of the Deptt of Correctional Administration, the ongoing
reforms are likely to get a boost.

























