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This issue is about perseverance. For a long time we nurtured a dream. Some thought it was an
impossible dream. Others thought it was absurd. But we still dared to dream if. We persevered and it has
now become a reality. | am delighted to be able to finally report in this issue about the successful
implementation of the telephone facility to prison inmates in West Bengal.
One of the most devastaling outcomes of anyone's incarceration is his fotal lack of communication with
oulside world. This results in aberrational behaviour on the part of the inmate. It tells upon his mental
health. It also leads to smuggling of cell-phones by the inmates into the prisons. Such smuggling of cell-
phones leads to all types of security hazards. There is also no denying the fact that one of the major
y sources of corruption in the prisons all over the world is the facility of interview for which prison
) administration gets flak from the society. It definitely is a violation of the rights of any inmate as citizen of
‘ﬁ LT e the country. It is to address all these issues that a provision has been made in the West Bengal
- ' Correctional Services Act, 1992 that every prisoner shall have the right of communication with relatives
and friends as permissible under Rules. However, other than interview across the window and writing letters there is hardly any other
way of communication across India except in the State of Kamataka. The writing of letters is always not possible by the illiterate
inmates. And letter writing is also gradually becoming outdated. The telephone facility is now being increasingly allowed to prison
inmates in many parts of the world. Moreover, has it not become impractical not to allow telephone facility to prisoners in today's era of
globalization when there are people from other
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One cannot however, be oblivious to the dangers  faces. As different as the faces of the children who, like no other,
g;g:;gge Ef; ﬁgeeé"hiﬁfaf@ﬂi Lt c‘m;f give meaning to this word. Over the years they persevered to
DOy v e T e P smile and to embrace life even through the greatest of hardships.

We have infroduced telephone booths for the inmates of kil
correctional homes in the State but after addressing all And perhaps amongst the hardest of fates to fall upon any child is

such security concerns. The unique sim-less telephone ~ the terrible reality of a

facility has been designed for us by Vodafone Essar
East Ltd on our request. The pilot project of the facility
was inaugurated at Dum Dum Central Correctional
Home by Sri Biswanath Chowdhury, Hon'ble MIC, Jails,
Women & Child Development and Social Welfare
Deptis on Sepltember 23, 2009 in presence of Sr
Sridhar Rao, Chief Executive Officer, Vodafone Essar
East Lid. in a function presided over by Sri Ardhendu
Sen, IAS, Add! Chief Secrefary, Home & Jails
Departments. The unique telephone facility, inspite of its
limitations will be adding a new chapter to the history of
jails in India. We plan to take this facility to other central
correctional homes after reviewing its performance at
Dum Dum Central Correctional Home.

CDoomP

parent's incarceration. Their
unfailing spirit of survival,
their strength gave us the
courage to dream for them.
They did not complain that
they were suddenly deprived
of childhood: no education,
no money, sometimes no |
food. They smiled through it |
all. But their perseverance
gave us hope and we dreamt
that may be we could try to
give them back a childhood.
We tried and we tried. Our
perseverance is paying off

B.D. Sharma IpS, now. In the subsequent
ADGP & IG of Correctional Services, West Bengal Pa9€SWe tell you how.





































